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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

(VIA CONFERENCE CALL DUE TO COVID-19) 

December 1, 2020 

 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, A. C. McLeod, Jr., Glenn Odom,  

Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Absent:   Beulah Bolton (was not able to get onto call) 

 

Note to Minutes:  Tisha Jones, Finance Town Clerk, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Martin Driggers, Attorney 

 

Motion to approve the minutes from Regular Town Council Meeting, November 10, 2020: 

Motion made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Charlie Sutton, All in Favor. 

 

Motion to approve the Ordinance (2020-4) for the Comprehensive Plan: (Discussion) 

We need to approve the ordinance for the comprehensive plan.  If you remember our discussion from 

the representative from the Municipal Association.  This is necessary that we approve an ordinance 

that we have a plan.  This is a state requirement.  Following up later, there will be a committee that 

reports back to us that we will review and then we will have a public hearing type of motion. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: The committee, do we have the names of those? 

 

Mayor John Campolong: That will be next after we approve this ordinance.  We need to approve the 

ordinance and then the members will need to be approved by council. 

 

Terri King, Administrator reading Ordinance 2020-4 Establishing a Municipal Planning 

Commission for the Town of McBee. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  This will gives us the tools to proceed to do the Planning Committee.  We 

have been working on the comprehensive plan for about 2 years now.  It’s pretty much laid out so it 

just needs to be presented to the commission.  The first thing I will need to do is mention the 5 

members who I have discussed the plan with and their willingness to my knowledge that will serve on 

it.  We need people that according to the ordinance that are residents, and they will be looking forward 

for the town and have an interest in the town and what the town will be and can be.  It needs to go in 

the right direction to be a good, developed town.  We should have had this years ago but it is never too 
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late. I would like to name those people if no one has any questions about the ordinance.  I will proceed 

to the members.  The first name is John Martin, has agreed to serve as the head of the commission.  I 

do not think I really need to explain much about John because I think everyone is well aware of his 

capabilities of what foresight and what the town has and will be as time goes forward.  Another I have 

talked to and has received the information is Pat Harris, born and raised here in McBee.  She left many 

years ago to work for McDonalds.  She is now retired from McDonalds.  She has moved her residence 

back here to McBee.  She has a public relations individual for McDonalds and has traveled around the 

world and promoted the personnel.   She is well qualified.  The next one I have is Terri Rhoad.  She 

has been at the McBee schools for many years now.  Incidentally, Terri has been involved in the 

Chesterfield County School Comprehensive Plan.  The fourth person is Earl Newman.  He is retired 

and born and raised in McBee. Earl has been purchasing agent for many years for Mar Mac wire.  He 

has a good knowledge of how business is run.  The fifth person we have is Billy Norris.  He was born 

and raised in the town of McBee.  He has his residence at the old Mayor’s residence. He was at his job 

for many years.  He also tells me that they are not directly involved with the new vaccine, but they will 

be indirectly involved with producing the vaccine.  These are the 5 people who have been contacted 

and have been asked to look over the plan and suggest any changes and announce to the council for 

approval. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Don’t we need to approve the ordinance before we approve who is 

going to serve on it? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  You are right, we don’t really have to approve it but yes I asked for 

comments but we can go ahead and approve right now.  Do I hear any comments or are we ready to 

vote?  Do I hear any objection or are we all in favor? 

 

Motion to approve the Ordinance (2020-4) for the Comprehensive Plan:   

Motion by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Glenn Odom, All in Favor. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  This is an ordinance, so we have to have a second reading on the 

Ordinance? 

 

Mayor John Campolong: No, we don’t.  This is not a public ordinance.  It’s a requirement from the 

state level that we have to approve that we are having a comprehensive plan.  So that is not necessary.  

I have been in deep detail with the legal people.  Now when we have the comprehensive plan, then we 

will have an ordinance that details the comprehensive plan.  Then we will have a public hearing. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: Martin, question?  In the town code it said, enacting an ordinance 

requires two readings.  We are enacting an ordinance. 
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Mayor John Campolong: We are not enacting so to speak.  The ordinance really covers the fact that 

we are going to approve the comprehensive plan to be put into place. This is a state thing. This does 

not have to be approved.  I don’t know many ordinances you are talking about that particularly state 

you must have 2 readings on a particular ordinance. I have never seen one. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: Look on page 16 of the McBee Town Codes Book, Enactments of 

Ordinances.  It says between readings.  Martin, please give me your legal opinion.  

 

Martin Driggers, Atty:  Glenn I think you are right in that an ordinance has to have a second reading.  

I think what the mayor is trying to explain that this is more or less a resolution.  It doesn’t sound like 

anything that is binding the town right now.  It might need a word change, but you are correct that an 

ordinance needs a second hearing.  

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  The agenda says passing an ordinance.  That’s all I want to know.  

So we are not passing an ordinance? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  The agenda says to approve an ordinance.  We can use the other word that 

Martin just said.  We are going to be establishing a comprehensive plan.  I think the wording there 

needs to be changed from an ordinance to just saying we are going to have a comprehensive plan.  So 

the orders will come when we got into accepting the comprehensive plan. Let’s move forward to the 

people and get them on board.  If there is no question on these people. 

 

 

 

Motion to elect members to the Comprehensive Plan Commission:   

Motion by Council Member Glenn Odom, Second by Council Member Charlie Sutton, All in Favor. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  Mayor, I think we need to have a another reading and so it can be 

official and be an ordinance.  I think the people are good but I think we need to have another call in 

two weeks and it can let people have a comment and they can leave it in the box for the next two 

weeks and we can be done with it. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No, we will not be done with it because we have not seen the plan yet.  All 

we are doing is approving the fact that we are going to be reviewing and accepting the comprehensive 

plan.  What is the word you used earlier Martin instead of ordinance? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  We changed the order of the town. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:   I said a separate and does require a separate reading and its just a 

resolution on the part of the Town.  
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Council AC McLeod Jr:  These people don’t have any power until we approve an ordinance and 

giving them power.  They don’t have no power? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No, they don’t have any power.  The power will be strictly by the council 

by ordinance.  They can meet and discuss.  If we could meet, I would be happy to show it to you.  Its 

about an inch and half thick.  Like I said, its been two years of putting this together.  Once they review 

and approve it, they have to call for a second reading. I don’t think it has to be called an ordinance but 

it does have to have a second reading. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  I just want to make sure its done the right way. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I assure you its been done the right way.  I wouldn’t have spent all this 

time not doing this the right way.  Let’s move on.  We need to progress with this thing as quickly as 

possible. We are just wasting time. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: Let us speak Johnny. Go ahead Glenn. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: I was trying to listen to Kemp. What were you saying Kemp? 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  Its no problem having another meeting and passing this ordinance 

and being done with it if it needs a second reading. I don’t know the a resolution vs an ordinance.  

Sounds like to me you are changing the order and if you are changing the order of a town, then its an 

ordinance.  Now I leave it to Martin if he thinks we need to have a second meeting.  I don’t want to be 

a part of something that if its not done the right way if people needs to have an opinion on it. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  Kemp, it says on the agenda Ordinance. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Glenn, let Martin answer his question. 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney: The ordinance has full force affect on the council where a resolution is 

sort of sense where the council has a position on something.  From what I have heard so far, that is 

what will come later. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  Are you changing language in the book of order for the town? Are 

you adding something to that book? Are you adding something to the book the way we do things in the 

town, yes or no? 

 

Martin Driggers, Attorney:  not with a resolution, but you would with an ordinance. 
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Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  I heard Terri said we are adding something to the order of the 

Town, is that right Terri? You are adding something to the way we do busines in the town, right or 

wrong? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:   You read it as an ordinance. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Everything we do and meet with decides on the business for the town.  This 

just helps us to go forward.  I could have gone ahead and got the committee and presented it to the 

council and then do an ordinance.  That second reading of that ordinance requires us to publish what is 

in the comprehensive plan. So they would need to have time to see it.  We are not really passing a 

comprehensive plan but passing a resolution that we are going to be peforming comprehensive plan 

and it has nothing to do with ordinances. I accept the fact that I have the word ordinance is a bit strong 

because its not doing that. This is not something that we are doing.  Its something required by the state 

and should have been done a long time ago.  So if we don’t decide to perform the comprehensive plan 

which will be an ordinance, we would not be protecting the town for them to have a future.  Without 

the comprehensive plan, someone could come and build right in the middle of town that is obnoxious 

to the ones here in town and they could win their argument in court.  Unless, we have it legally, they 

can come to town and build whatever they want in the middle of town.  This is a resolution. We just 

want to say we have a plan and a committee and let’s hustle to get this done. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton:  You are just trying to get us to accept this and once this is 

accepted then it will be an ordinance. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  Yes 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr: I don’t have the book of ordinances in front of me.  Im not 

disagreeing.  I think it’s a good thing. I am not disagreeing with you.  This was just thrown on me with 

one days notice. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Let me assure you Kemp this is being done the right way.  The only thing is 

we should have done it 10-15 years ago. I wouldn’t have done all this work if it wasn’t the right way.  I 

give you my word on that and I will even put that in writing. 

 

Reports from Council: 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: At this last meeting we voted and Charlie made a motion if the bills 

were over $1000, those people would pay $50 a week? Are those people paying $50 a week? Tisha? 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  We stated that we would review the past dues and contact everyone on an 

individual basis and give them opportunity to clear out their past dues.  I think we are ready to make 

any type of lenience if they needed any more time. We are here to serve the town and if we are not the 
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people that have concern for the town.  If this is how we act, we are not a hardcore dictatorial group of 

people that come out and tell you that you must do this and you must do that.  We must have a 

comprehensive feeling for the people.  You will also see in the last meeting, we were going to make 

individual decisions of individual people and contact them and that we have done.  Another thing to I’d 

like to mention, Glenn I know you brought it up and I saw that you also know that the fact in the other 

meeting that you are not supposed to be discussing any water. 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  That is not true, I’ve checked with the Ethics people and that is a flat 

lie. I have the floor.  The vote was that the people who owed $1000 a week were to pay $50 a week.  

You stopped that so that is an ethics violation.   All I am saying is that there was a handful of people 

that council chose that were going to pay $50 a week. I just want to know why they are not paying.  

Mayor, you didn’t have the power to say they couldn’t do that.  The council voted to do that.  Im just 

asking why is it not done like the council voted for. I will listen to the other council members.  Charlie 

made the motion and I seconded it.  But there was just a handful. Yeah if there were 40 or 50 more 

then give them a break.  When you owe $7700, somebody’s got to make a decision. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: Glenn, who owes that kind of money? 

 

Council Member Glenn Odom: You have to read on the report.  It’s available at the town hall.  One 

owes $3800, one owes $7700.00. 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  I think I have the power to stop you from this conversation.  You must 

recuse yourself.  You are a competitor.  I have the floor now.   

 

Council Member Glenn Odom:  I had the floor and you broke in. Go ahead and do what you got to 

do. 

 

Mayor John Campolong: Are you finished? You must under your condition with your 

competitiveness with the water, you cannot discuss the means of how we are doing things and what we 

are doing.  You can report me again to the ethic committee and see what they do.  I am discounting 

anything you say with the water so you must recuse yourself from any discussions of water. Period.  

Now the floor is closed and Im going to any other council members that have any reports. 

 

Council Member AC McLeod Jr:  I have found 8 light poles, that were $250 a piece that were taken 

down from Coker College.  They are 30ft tall.  I would like to get approval to buy those for $2000, 

$250.00 for 8 of them.  Kelly Electric has them and took them down over in Hartsville and I would like 

to get approval for that. 

 

Motion to approve spending $2000 on light poles for tennis court, Motion by Council Member 

Charlie Sutton, Seconded by Mayor John Campolong, All in Favor. 
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Discussion:  The Town Hall will be closed on Thursday and Friday, December 24 and 25th, 2020.   

 

Mayor John Campolong: I wish you all a Happy Christmas and we unfortunately had a lot of events 

that we have had to skip over this year due to the pandemic but hopefully we can get back to that again 

and it’s a privilege for what we do for these people of this town.  We have to be compassionate and 

that is what we will be as long as I am on board. 

 

Council Member Charlie Sutton: Are we having a parade this year? 

 

 

Mayor John Campolong:  No, we are not. The parade back in September with the pandemic going I 

don’t think there is any parades going.  There is one in Chesterfield county I believe that is still going. 

It’s just too much of a liability. Some other towns are also cancelling.  I think there is one that is still 

having theirs.  The people will have to stay in their cars.  I think we will just have to keep people from 

getting exposed.  If that is all I will make a motion that we adjourn and hope everyone has a nice 

weekend. 

 

Motion to adjourn made by Mayor John Campolong, Second by Council Member Charlie Sutton, 

All in Favor. 

 

 


